










For nearly 40 years, the endowed Walter & Dorothy 
Duncan Trust, which was established through a 
bequest to the University of Adelaide, has been 
transforming lives through education, providing 
more than $1 million in grants to over 1,600 
students in financial need. 

Among the many recipients is Sisanda, 
a PhD candidate in Medicine, whose 
journey has been profoundly shaped by 
this generous support. 

Born in Zimbabwe, Sisanda’s passion 
for science was inspired by her parents 
– a nurse and a science teacher – who 
made great sacrifices to create better 
opportunities for their family. “My 
dream growing up has always been to 
become a Medical Doctor,” she shares.

Thanks to the Walter & Dorothy Duncan 
Trust Scholarship, Sisanda was able to 
attend the Nutrition 2024 Conference 
in Chicago, where she presented her 
research on colorectal cancer and 
Crohn’s on an international stage. “The 
scholarship was instrumental in shaping 
my academic and professional trajectory, 
granting me opportunities that would 
have otherwise been out of reach.”

Sisanda credits the scholarship with 
playing a key role in her transition from 
a Master of Philosophy in Medical 
Science to a PhD program, which she 
expects to complete by mid-2026. 

“The scholarship was a turning 
point in my academic career, 
opening doors to international 
networking, publishing, and 
research opportunities that 
have profoundly shaped my 
development as a researcher.”

“It has empowered me to pursue 
opportunities that have advanced 
my work and opened new doors. 
The impact goes far beyond financial 
assistance – it provides the chance for 
students like me to make a difference 
in the world which I dream of doing 
in my future medical career.”

Your legacy 
Gifts in Wills provide vital 
support to our students through 
scholarships, enable our 
researchers to address the world’s 
greatest problems and provide the 
�nest facilities and equipment for 
learning and discovery. 

A gift in your Will can honour 
your life’s work, pay tribute to a 
loved one, invest in an area you 
are passionate about, or leave an 
enduring legacy to support future 
generations of students.

For more information about  
leaving a gift in your Will, visit:  
adelaide.edu.au/give/ 
a-gift-in-your-will

Walter and 
Dorothy’s 
legacy

Walter Duncan, 
circa 1930

Sisanda Mhlanga
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Growing a future 
in Agriculture
Caleb Schaefer’s love for 
agriculture started as a 
kid, sitting in the tractor 
with his dad and helping 
wherever he could.

A third-year Bachelor of Agricultural 
Sciences student, Caleb’s early years were 
fi lled with hands-on farming experiences 
in country SA, working alongside his 
family and learning the challenges of 
farming in marginal environments.

“It’s a tough but rewarding way 
of life, and it’s where I found 
my passion,” Caleb shares. 

“I am so grateful for the Show 
Society Foundation Scholarship. 
It doesn’t just help fi nancially - it 
sends a powerful message that the 
Foundation believes in students like 
me and the future of agriculture. It’s 
inspiring, and I’m committed to using 
this support to make a diff erence.”

“This scholarship has been a game-
changer. It’s relieved fi nancial pressures 
and allowed me to fully immerse 
myself in university life and focus 
on my studies while taking part in 
activities that have really broadened 
my horizons,” Caleb explains.

One standout opportunity was a study 
tour across southern Queensland, 
where Caleb explored innovative 
agricultural practices and gained a 
deeper understanding of the industry.

“My goal is to return to my family farm 
and drive positive change in the South 
Australian Mallee. I want to bring fresh 
ideas back to our region and show how 
we can adapt and grow, enhancing 
sustainability and effi  ciency. Agriculture 
is constantly evolving, and I’m eager to 
be part of that progress,” Caleb said.

Caleb Schaefer

The Show Society Foundation seeks to provide opportunity and support to students who 
otherwise may not have had the ability to further their education in the primary industry sector. 
Through the Show Society Foundation Scholarship in Agriculture, the Foundation wants to 
contribute towards the education of the future custodians and decision makers in South 
Australia’s primary industries, providing a pathway to continued success and future growth 
within all fi elds of primary industry within Australia.”

Mark McKay, The Royal Agricultural & Horticultural Society of SA
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Make a 
difference
Making a gift to the University will help 
transform the lives of our students and 
researchers and help them find answers 
to the big challenges of our time.

Your gift will have an impact for many years to come and 
play a vital role in helping others realise their potential.

If you are inspired to make a diff erence, we 
would be delighted to hear from you.

To give:
Website: adelaide.edu.au/give
Email: development@adelaide.edu.au 
Phone: +61 8 8313 5800

International donors 
Many of our alumni living overseas choose to make 
generous gifts that support scholarships, fund cutting-
edge research and establish endowment funds, ensuring 
a fi nancially sustainable future for our University.

Residents in the United States, United Kingdom and Hong 
Kong can make a gift in their local currency. To fi nd out more 
visit www.adelaide.edu.au/give/give-from-overseas
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Kaurna acknowledgement    
We acknowledge and pay our respects to the 
Kaurna people, the original custodians of the 
Adelaide Plains and the land on which the 
University of Adelaide’s campuses at North 
Terrace, Waite, and Roseworthy are built. We 
acknowledge the deep feelings of attachment 
and relationship of the Kaurna people to country 
and we respect and value their past, present 
and ongoing connection to the land and cultural 
beliefs. The University continues to develop 
respectful and reciprocal relationships with all 
Indigenous peoples in Australia, and with other 
Indigenous peoples throughout the world.

  

  Further enquiries
The University of Adelaide SA 5005 Australia
enquiries  development@adelaide.edu.au 
phone  +61 8 8313 5800
web  adelaide.edu.au/give
facebook  facebook.com/uniofadelaide
X (twitter)  twitter.com/uniofadelaide
tiktok  tiktok.com/@uniofadelaide
instagram  instagram.com/uniofadelaide
wechat  UniversityOfAdelaide
weibo  weibo.com/uniadelaide

Disclaimer  The information in this 
publication is current as at the date of 
printing and is subject to change. You can 
find updated information on our website at 
adelaide.edu.au  The University of Adelaide 
assumes no responsibility for the accuracy  
of information provided by third parties.
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