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Evaluative governance for 
climate action in Australia 
Embedding “evaluative governance” across the policy cycle can strengthen 
Australia’s capacity to move from risk identification to climate action. 
Evaluative governance can help us to make transparent, accountable decisions 
about what must be protected, at what cost, and for whom.

Climate impacts are intensifying, but 
governance systems often remain reactive 
and fragmented. Without reform, climate 
policy and risk assessment processes are in 
danger of becoming a catalogue of 
problems rather than a driver of action.  

Recent events – including South Australia’s 
harmful algal bloom – highlight the need 
for governance frameworks that can 
translate climate risk assessment into 
coordinated, timely, and place-based 
action.  

Australia’s 2025 National Climate Risk 
Assessment is an important step in 
identifying national climate risks. However, 
current governance systems still lack clear 
mechanisms to determine: 

 
• Which risks are unacceptable  
• When intervention is required  
• Who is accountable for action 
• How trade-offs are assessed 
transparently and equitably 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 PRV14404 / CRICOS 04249J  
 

 Environment Institute 
PRV14404 / CRICOS 04249J 

 

Recommendations – 5 Priorities for reform 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Australia has an opportunity to lead globally by aligning climate science with governance 
systems that are transparent, accountable, and capable of responding at the scale of the 
challenge.
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Improving the long-term wellbeing of planet and 
people by generating research excellence for impact 

Our mission: To create and translate research for 
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