The Right Questions about Statistics: Variable Types Activity

1. Whether a person can distinguish inexpensive
versus expensive wine.
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8. The indoor temperature.
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2. How often a person takes a multivitamin.
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3. Number of cups of coffee drunk per day.
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4. Whether more than 6 cups are drunk per day.
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5. Whether a person had childhood eczema.
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6. A person’s weight.
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9. Which experimental group someone was in.

10. Whether a person has an allergy.

11. The age of a mother at the birth of her first

child.

12. Whether someone feels relaxed.

13. Whether someone can smell asparagus.
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7. How many dust mites there are in a square
foot of carpet.

14. What country a person was born in.
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14. Time a child spends outside per week.
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15.Number of days between heart surgery and
starting exercise again.
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16. Time until recovery from a heart attack.
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17. Whether a person has had lung cancer.
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18. Type of family living arrangement.
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21. Whether the compound ISC-4 has been
applied to the skin or not.
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22. Level of satisfaction.
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23. The change in the area of a melanoma.
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24. Whether skin is hairy or smooth.
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25. The number of hairs per square centimetre of
skin.
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19. A person’s 1Q score
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20. Level of depression.
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26. The change in body temperature after having
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a meal.

27. Grade band achieved on an assignment.
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ANSWERS
ARE ON THE NEXT TWO PAGES

DON’'T PEEK!

By Dr David Butler © 2012 The University of Adelaide Variable Types Activity: 3



The Right Questions about Statistics: Variable Types Activity

1. Whether a person can distinguish inexpensive
versus expensive wine.
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NUMERICAL

2. How often a person takes a multivitamin.
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depends on

CATEGORICAL NUMERICAL how you
measure it

3. Number of cups of coffee drunk per day.
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7. How many dust mites there are in a square
foot of carpet.
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8. The indoor temperature.
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11. The age of a mother at the birth of her first
child.
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12. Whether someone feels relaxed.
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14. Time a child spends outside per week.

15.Number of days between heart surgery and
starting exercise again.
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20. Level of depression.

EITHER:
DDD HHH depends on

how you
CATEGORICAL NUMERICAL .

measure it
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21. Whether the compound ISC-4 has been
applied to the skin or not.

-
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22. Level of satisfaction.
DDD e EITHER:
depends on
CATEGORICAL NUMERICAL | how you
measure it
23. The change in the areasafa melanoma.
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25. The number of hairs per square centimetre of
skin.

26. The change in body temperature after having
a meal.
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